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Housing lottery survey leads to changes

INSIDE:
Commentary

The independent student newspaper
of Fairfield University

BY KRISTEN MCMANUS

On the night of the annual "townhouse picking," groups of sophomores
anxiously wait in the Barone Campus
'i£x
Center to await the fate of their junior
year. As more groups approach the hous?
X
ing chart and the choices dwindle, howWBjMlL.
ever, many students see their possibilities for fun in the junior community start
-■m SBBB S ' M Sa4,
to fade away as they reluctantly accept a
housing assignment in the suites.
Traditionally, each individual student received a
INSIDE:
computer generEDITORIAL
ated random lotP. 7
tery number before
the lottery process
starts. After he or
she formed a group with other students,
Mirror File Photo
the best number of the group became the
Lucky lotto: The new system will have students in groups of one to five for the off-campus lotgroup number.
tery. Individuals will no longer be issued their own numbers, but rather, the group will have one.
These individual numbers were
never posted prior to the lottery. The
process should create less controversy, ac- also computer generated after the lottery
numbers were assigned and then whittled cording to Residence Life.
process starts."
down after students formed groups. Then,
"In the new process, we do away with
The students have spoken, and random
the group numbers appeared on a board individual numbers and move strictly to
outside Residence Life. The new, simpler group numbers," said Downer. "These are
SEE "FRUSTRATIONS" ON P. 3
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"Laptop ban brings
students back to basics"
p. 7

Schooling soldiers
"'Important' reasons to
familiarize with Demetri
Martin"
p. 9

University announces plan to
help veterans finance education
BY ANNIE ROONEY

Campus Life

Contributed Photo

New outlook: Fairfield has changed its Web site to mixed reaction.

"Fight the yawn: pull an
all-nighter for
St. Jude Children's
Research Hospital"
p. 13

University Web site
revamped
BY VAL BERTOLAMI

"A long, strange journey"
p. 20

Fairfield revealed its newly re-designed Web site to the public Wednesday
and already the renovation has its share of mixed reactions
from students and faculty.
Since the spring of 2008, Tellart Inc., along with Fairfield's web communications staff and the Computer and
Networking Services, have all been hard at work to update
the school's Web site.
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Check out updated sports Read The Mirror online as Breaking news and
stories and commentary at an electronic paper. Click on exclusive online
features.
mirrorsports.blogspot.com
e-Mirror on the top bar.
•

www.fairfieldmirror.com

As a part of Fairfield's extreme loyalty to its country, a Veterans Pride Program has been instituted at
the University, providing tuition benefits to those who
qualify. Beginning in the fall 2009 semester, prospective
undergraduate and graduate students in cooperation with
the "Yellow Ribbon" G.I. Bill can
I NEXT WEEK:
ultimately receive a free education
LOOKFORA
with Fairfield.
: FOLLOW-UP STORY
Recognizing Fairfield's first
graduating class in 1947, University
President Fr. Jeffrey von Arx, states that "so many of
our early graduates who studied under the G.I. Bill used
their education to make significant contributions to their
families and communities."
To qualify for this program, students must have
served a minimum of 90 days of continuous active duty
or 30 days if discharged from a service-related disability
after Sept. 10,2001.
AT total of 36 months of active duty will grant the
veteran a 100 percent free 36 months of Fairfield education while the least amount of 90 consecutive days,
enables the veteran to acquire a 40 percent benefit.
Essentially, the new benefit program offers an exclusive alternative to the preexistent Montgomery G.I.
Bill. Instead of receiving direct tuition payments, an
annual book/supply salary and a monthly living income,
applicants under Fairfield's Veteran program are fully
covered for the cost of an education at the University.
In Collaboration with The Yellow Ribbon, Fairfield's Veteran program permits the University to put
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... where we wonder if it is spring break yet.

PAGE 2

Everybody's talking

BY COURTNEY KERN

Underage drinking laws reduced
The punishment for bars in the D.C. area violating underage drinking laws has been reduced. The
old policy included a two-day suspension of liquor
licenses and a hefty fine of $1,000.
The change in the law was to allow for a slap on
the wrist for first timer offender's mistakes. A written
warning will be delivered to bars that mistakenly serve
underage clientele.
The second.offense results in the same punishment as the old policy. Of age Tico Del Castillo '10
does not see this new law change affecting much,
"With the exception of one bar in the area, on any
given night you can get into a bar with a fake ID, if
that is already the case, I cannot imagine it getting any
worse."
Source: The Hoya

Peter Caty/The Mirror

Chilling with a little guy: Sophomore Warren Edney and a young fan share a talk during Fairfield's nationally-televised
83-76 loss to Niagara. Edney, nursing a leg injury was one of four starters from the beginning of the year out of the
lineup for the Stags. Juniors Anthony Johnson (circulatory issues) and Greg Nero (back injury) along with Edney are
dealing with injuries while senior guard Jon Han left the program for personal reasons.

Web site launched to mix reaction
Students disturbed by union protests
St. Joseph's University students that are currently
residing in the Crowne Plaza Hotel on City Avenue in
Philadelphia have had untimely wake-ups due to disturbances in recent weeks.
The University rents a floor of the hotel which is
about a mile away from the campus. These students have
described being woken up at the early hours of 6-8 a.m.
by labor union forces. The protests include horns and
shouting. There has been tension in recent construction
at the Crowne Plaza when the construction employers
did not hire all union members. This has caused union
workers to protest the construction. These protests have
been going on for about a month now.
Source: The Hawk

Alum chosen to be new CIA director
Santa Clara University Alum, Leon Panetta was
selected as the CIA Director by President Obama on
Jan. 6.
Panetta is currently awaiting confirmation from
the Senate. At Santa Clara Panetta graduated with a
bachelor's degree magna cum laude and graduated from
the SC School of Law in 1963. He was an editor of the
Santa Clara Law Review when he attended the school.
Interestingly enough, Panetta would work closely with
not only the President and top government leaders but
also with Homeland Security Director Janet Napolitano
who was also a Santa Clara grad. Panetta's position deals
exclusively with decisions relating to national security.
Panetta served in the army, was Bill Clinton's Chief of
Staff for three years, and was a member of the Iraq Study
Group which gathered to try and find a way to end the
Iraq War.
Proving to have a lot of experience, Panetta also
served eight terms in Congress.
Source: University press releases

CONTINUED FROM P.
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Vice President of Marketing and Communications Rama
Sudakar knows that a school's Web site is usually a prospective
student and their family's first impression of the school. To
ensure that Fairfield's site was up to par with other schools, the
web communications staff reviewed Web sites of other Jesuit
universities and Northeast area schools during the first stage
of the rebranding process.
"We want to make sure the Web site provides easy access
to the information they seek about our University and academic
offerings in a consistent manner," said Sudakar.
She also said that Fairfield "needed to rebrand the Web
site to reflect our strategic goals and present Fairfield's focus
on integrative living and learning in a vibrant and visually
appealing manner."
The new site includes a rollover navigation system,
designed to provide easy access to academic information.
Sudakar is most excited about "the central multimedia piece
on the home page that shines the spotlight on 'Education for
an Inspired Life' and highlights Fairfield's strategic distinctions
in the areas of Jesuit Value, the Core, Living and Learning,
Education for a Lifetime, and Global Community."
There have been differences of opinion held by students
and faculty regarding the renovation. Some have felt uneasy
because they are still unfamiliar with the new sites design.
"I think that the new Web site looks much more elegant
and has a lot more information," said Caitlin Ligourii '11. "I
do think that it is a bit trickier to navigate but that is probably
because I am used to the old site."
FUSA Secretary of Communication Jordan Hummel '10
said, "I think the new Web site is much more interactive and
user-friendly.
" It gives a more accurate portrayal of what Fairfield University is like through innovative combination of text graphics
and other multimedia representations," she added.
Though he has not yet seen the site since its debut, Uni-

Visit us online at
www.fairfieldmirror.com

versity President Fr. Jeffrey von Arx was excited about the
Web site when viewing it before the launch.
"I was impressed with the interactive features and believe
it will create a good first impression, especially with prospective students," said vonArx. "It's certainly a great improvement
over the previous site!"
Some members of the Fairfield faculty have been concerned with missing links as well as absent Web pages that are
essential to gain information about their departments.
Philip Shaw, assistant professor of economics, believes
that the new site is "more professional looking and it seems to
be easier to navigate." However, he also said "the fact that there
is now no information whatsoever on faculty members.
"I think there should be links to faculty websites... so
students and parent can evaluate the training and interests of
the faculty easily," Shaw added.
Chair of the Communications Department James Shanahan, said, "The look and feel of the new Web site is nicer
than the old one. I'm disappointed that a lot of the content that
is important to majors, other students, faculty members, and
other constituents seems to have disappeared or is now buried
at a deeper level than before.
"My understanding is that a lot of this content will reemerge soon," he added. "I'm hopeful that the Web developers
will work closely with us to make sure that the Web site returns
to its previous level of functionality as soon as possible."
According to Sudakar, a meeting is being set up with department chairs to review the content on their department's site
and take care of any remaining issues. Sudakar said changes
to the site are still ongoing.
The changes are not over; new features are to come.
Sudakar said that in the future, Fairfield hopes to include
features such as video, podcasts, blogs, a more robust eventscalendaring system, a spotlight on student research and a more
cohesive arts presence.
Megan Gonsalves contributed to this report.

www.fairfieldmirror.com
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iO hi PAG E3 I CONTINUED COVERAGE OF HOUSING LOTTO, VETERAN TUITION AND JUICYCAMPUS GOES OFFLINE.

Frustrations prevalent amid housing lottery changes
CONTINUED FROM P.
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group lottery it is.
The survey aimed to determine whether a merit or GPA based lottery system
would improve the lottery process. Overall,
46 pecent of students voted for Group Random Lottery, 36 percent voted for a GPA/
Credit-based system and only 18 percent
voted for a de-merit system.
"I think it's the fairest way to go about
it," said Alexandria Hein '11, who participated in the survey. "In a group of seven
friends, you are not going to get all seven
with 3.5 averages or a straight disciplinary
record. That'd be a boring group."
"I think the frustration from the lottery
comes when students are unable to get their
preferred housing; for example, juniors
living in the townhouses. Not every junior
group will get a townhouse and approximately 30 percent of the junior class will
live in Claver Hall," said Associate Director of Residence Life Jason Downer.
Chalk it up to poor planning or increased enrollment, Fairfield University
has come under fire over recent years from
angered students denied their housing preference rights. For this reason, the Office
of Residence Life conducted a December
survey about the lottery process in conjunction with their "quality of life" survey.
Almost 1,100 students responded, eager to
voice their opinions.
"This will have the most impact on
the OCB [off-campus boarding] lottery,

because students can be in group sizes from
one person to five people," said DoWner.
"So making it group like we did this past
year, makes a difference."
The off-campus lottery is also following the same process. The University currently releases approximately 400 students
to live off-campus.
"This 'group' lottery process was used
this past year for the OCB process and I
think it worked out well," said Downer.
This difference may have come too
late, though, for some students who feel
that the University's housing system is
still faulty.
"The root of the lottery system problem is the fact that there shouldn't be one,"
said Lauren Levy '09. "Use the thousands
of dollars we filter into FU to give each
well-deserving student a choice and a
chance to live exactly where they want."
Though Levy currently resides at the
beach, she has had her fair share of housing
lottery problems. Residence Life moved
her from Gonzaga Hall to a randomly assigned suite in Claver during the summer
before her sophomore year. After that, she
did not get a townhouse and lived in Claver
for a second year. In addition, she was not
in the first group of students to initially be
released off-campus.
"When you have happy students,
you have stress-free students," Levy said.
"Stress-free students are more likely to
succeed academically, subsequently excel
in their careers, and inevitably strengthen

Mirror File Photo

Voting rights: A vote was held in December to help decide on changes to the housing
lottery system, including the off-campus lottery.
Fairfield's standing."
Many students happy with the system
gave the general consensus that they had
indeed gotten lucky.
The statement from the Campus Life:
Residential Life and Housing section of the
Fairfield University Web site reads:
"Seniors are at the top of the priority
list, followed by juniors, sophomores, and
freshmen. While absolute guarantees can
be difficult, it is safe to assume that seniors
will get their first choice of housing. Juniors
have a good chance as well. Sophomores

will have a range of residence halls from
which to choose, including the Ignatian
Residential College in Loyola Hall, and
freshmen are randomly assigned to one of
the freshmen-only living areas."
The group system for OCB could underwrite the "safe" assumption that seniors
will get their first choice of housing.
Though not much different from years
before, Residence Life's efforts to listen to
the student voice aims to improve the system in place and appease upset students.

Popular gossip Web site JuicyCampus
signs offline after running out of money
"I think it's everything that we don't want people to do in
terms of interacting and communicating with each other," vice
As of Thursday Feb. 5, Towson University's campus, among president for student affairs Deb Moriarty said. "I find it very
others across the country will no longer be able to post "juicy" encouraging and hopeful [that they are shutting down]."
According to Moriarty, the Web site did not have too much
anonymous comments online.
JuicyCampus.com has announced through a press release of an impact on Towson's campus. She was under the impression
they are closing down the Web site due to plummeting ad revenue that very few students spent a lot of time on it or posted things.
"My guess was that if it had been working, it would have
and lack of venture capital funding.
In the press release, Web site founder and CEO, Matt Ivester found the economy," she said. "It was so controversial that they
thanked all of the users for reading, contributing and telling others can hide behind the economy but I've got to believe that some of
about the site. He also thanked others for engaging in "meaningful it was because it wasn't a good product."
Moriarty said she does not see any positives in the gossip
discussion" about online privacy and Internet censorship.
The site has received a fair amount of criticism toward and that it has negative connotations.
Student Government Association president Kristen Guy said
the idea of spreading gossip-like information about individuthere were comments about her listed on the site, among others.
als on campuses.
"I just found it weird [that they are closing] because I thought
The site was banned on Tennessee State University's campus
server and other states had considered taking legal action. Towson it was popular among a lot of college campuses," Guy said. "I
President Robert Caret spoke with his top advisers about the site hated the site to begin with. I hated the idea of the site. The idea
that you're able to post something and not link your name to it
before opting to not ban it on campus.
really drove me insane."
According to Guy, as far as Towson's campus,
the site was used and well known, however; the
popularity was decreasing toward the end of last
semester. Guy said it was most prevalent within
fraternity and sorority Life.
"With individual names that were thrown
on that site - it just attacks individuals so cruelly
and viciously," Guy said. "You sit there and you
think, 'who wrote that about me?' You just want
to know."
Guy said she thinks that gossip is never good
and the thought that there is fun in lighthearted
gossip is an oxymoron.
In the press release, Ivester wrote, "While there
are parts of JuicyCampus that none of us will miss
- the mean spirited posts and personal attacks - it
has also been a place for fun, lighthearted gossip of
college life. I hope that is how it is remembered."
The letter was signed by saying, "Keep it
ontributed Photo
No longer juicy: JuicyCampus.com has ceased operation.
juicy."

BY DANIEL GROSS (U-WIRE/THE TOWERLIGHT TOWSON)

Contributed Photo

G.I. Einstein: Fairfield has announced a plan
to help veterans afford higher education.

Program aims
to help veterans
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

aside 50 percent of additional tuition costs.
The Veterans Administration then matches the
other 50 percent.
Bonus benefits will be granted to veterans
participating in other educational programs in
addition to the renovated G.I. Bill.
These benefits will award a "bonus grant
equal to 20 percent of one's current veterans'
benefits," according to the official Veterans
Pride Program Web site.
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Campus crime beat:

_ _ The

Elevators still troublesome and laundry baskets missing
BY DANIEL LEITAO

Wednesday, Feb. 11
1:38 a.m. A non-student was acting suspiciously at the
checkpoint trying to gain admittance. He was not
allowed to admittance to campus.
4:07 p.m. An elevator rescue occurred in Gonzaga after two students
were found to be stuck.
Thursday, Feb. 12
1:42 p.m. An employee found
roofing tiles on his car that had fallen
from the Dolan Commons roof. The car
suffered minor damage.
Friday, Feb. 13
1:54 p.m. A car accident occurred
between two employees in the maintenance
complex. No one was injured.
Saturday, Feb. 14
1:00 a.m. A student operating another student's
vehicle was pulled over and informed of the freshman non-

MIRROR

driving policy.
12:47 p.m. Scratches were reported to Public Safety
on a vehicle in the Kostka West Lot. The investigation
is ongoing.
Sunday, Feb. 15
11:20 a.m. A Barone Campus Center
elevator was found to be not working and
a repair order was put into maintenance.
12:00 p.m. A student reported a
laundry basket had gone missing from the
laundry room of Campion. The investigation is ongoing.
9:03 p.m. The Department of Public
Safety assisted Fairfield Police Department
for an off-campus incident.
Monday, Feb. 16
11:19 p.m. Public Safety received information
about an establishment misusing Fairfield University's
logo on their flyer.
Five cars owned by "chronic violators" of parking were
towed this week.
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We Need You
to attend a summit on volunteerism in
response to the economic crisis
February 27,2009
Marriott East Side, New York
9 a,m, to 5 p.m.
Join top charitable, church, government
and corporate leaders as they discuss ways
volunteerism can help reach those most in
need in this economic crisis.
Discussion will focus on: '
* Building cooperative relationships among
volunteer organizations.
* Creating greater dialogue between
volunteer organizations, the government,
corporate volunteer programs and
educational institutions.
* Tapping into the volunteer spirit of our
communities through places of worship,
the Internet and community centers.
In the last year, members of the Knights
of Columbus donated more than 68
million hours of volunteer time to
charitable causes. Fairfield University's
Center for Faith and Public Life seeks
to promote the common good through
a cross-disciplinary discussion forum
on issues where religion intersects
with civic life.

Help us make 2009
the year of the volunteer.

"If history will
diagnose a major
cause of this crisis
to have been greed,
let us work so that
history wtil judge
the prescription
to have been
generosity neighbor helping
neighbor/'
Carl A. Anderson,
Supreme Knight

Register Today
via email at
summit@kofcorg
or call

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus and
Fairfield University Center for Faith and Public Life.

OF COLUMBUS
IN SERVICE TO ONE. IN SERVICE TO ALL

www.kofc.org
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At ease, Stag

Persistance needed
New Web site a work in progress
Since the end of the 2008 spring semester, the University
made it known that its Web site would be undergoing significant changes. When the new site went live last week, the
Fairfield student and faculty did not share the same enthusiasm as members of the administration.
The University's efforts to undertake this costly project do not go unnoticed. The new site is visually attractive,
with many more multimedia aspects and pictures of current
students participating in activities. But, only a few clicks into
the site leads to pesky "page not found" messages.
Prospective Fairfield students will visit the site in coming
weeks to determine their future at the University and to find
In reference to the proposedfree tuition to veterans at Fairfield (see "Schooling soldiers" by Annie Rooney, p.l)
more information about the institution. But for current and
future students and faculty, missing links and other minor
bugs may be counterproductive to the University's goal of
making its site user-friendly.
The new Web site, like many other projects that the Unidefining the genre of "college students" as the smartversity wants to see succeed, is a work in progress. Fairfield. BY ANNIE ROONEY
est people ever. (Once again I still hadn't seen "Dazed
edu's recent facelift is a step in the right direction, but more
After watching the movie "Legally Blonde" back and Confused," or "Old School," and much learning
ongoing efforts among faculty, staff and students are needed in 2001,1 immediately assumed laptops were a neces- and personal experience was still needed). Why are
to make the site close to flawless.
sity for college. Seeing Elle completely humiliated in these 2400 SAT achievers sitting on Facebook during

Laptop ban brings students back to basics

ResLife survey doesn't reveal much
In September, Residence Life announced plans to hold
a survey to evaluate a variety of options on how to improve
the housing lottery system. Now with the results reaching the
public, it is even clearer that there is no single option that is
going to solve the ongoing problem.
Unless every student on campus is guaranteed the exact
housing, on or off campus, that he or she wishes to have,
complaints will continue to roll into the Residence Life office. The results of the survey proved that even students, at
least the 1,110 who responded, couldn't even agree on a fix.
In the survey, which was conducted in December 2008,46
percent of respondents voted for the group random lottery
(which is currently in place for the off-campus boarder lottery), 36 percent voted for a GPA/credit based system and 18
percent voted for the de-merit system.
Residence Life hopes to avoid controversy with a new
process, but unless they create a system where feedback can
easily be heard and where situations can be worked out in a
fair manner, controversy will remain. Housing is one of the
top concerns of students, right up with which courses they
are taking and where they will party on a Friday night. Until
new buildings are completed to house each class in housing
of an equal level, Residence Life will be forced to deal with
the issues that arise every year.
It is impossible to make everyone happy, but as this
survey proves, no one seems to know how to make anyone
happy when it comes to housing at Fairfield.

class at Harvard with her pink pen and pad made me
vow to myself that I needed this powerful icon to appear intelligent and realistic like every other Harvard
student. I had so much learning to do.
In recent years, Fairfield has encouraged technology based courses. Maybe it's different for other
Stags, but I'd like to think that Fairfield's usage
of in-class laptops is not very prevalent. Besides
"turbos" (two and a half hour long classes), I have
yet to see a computer being used during class by
another student.
So this raises the question: What are those other
Connecticut kids up to?
Recently, Yale University professors issued a ban
on all laptops during class. Students are prohibited
from bringing these machines to class as they are a
"literal barrier between students and the professor."
I thought laptops were used in class for notetaking only.
But then again, Facebook wasn't around when
the laptops were used in "Legally Blonde."
Now in 2009, in-class computing consists of
"creeping the book," pointless Google searches, looking at Perez Hilton updates, silent video wall posts on
Facebook (so creative) and even instant messaging.
Students may be surprised to learn, however, that
professors weren't born yesterday. When students'
eyes are magically glued to their screens, sans-typing,
a smart professor makes the connection: "This student
has absolutely no idea what I am talking about."
Good for you, Yale professors! Give those students a wake up call because, ultimately they're in
class to listen to what you're talking about! Right?
I also remember being in elementary school and

an "Islamic Political Thought" lecture? You would
think that with the amount of homework and extra
credit in high school to get into Yale, they would try
to learn something there.
Soon after the ban, professors have commented
on the increase of classroom interaction and improvement of grades. Job well done, Yale — your students
are learning again.
To call the Yale laptop ban proactive would be
an understatement; it seems to be changing students
lives there.
On the other hand, if Fairfield professors were
to issue a similar ban, chaos would erupt.
I know I said before that we hardly use laptops
during class, but when we are told to not do something, of course that's going instigate our desire to
do it, anyway. Nobody likes being told not to bring
something to class. How many people, do you think,
use their cell phones in class when some syllabi state:
"if a phone rings in class, or if you are 'texting,' points
will be deducted from your participation grade." ?
I can't even fathom what most students would
do in an almost three-hour English lecture with just a
pen and notebook. I know there are only a few people
enrolled in this University that can actually draw.
I can picture it now: three dimensional boxes
covering pages of notebooks
Hence banning in-class laptop usage will only
give students the initiative to think of all the reasons
to why they need laptops in class.
Maybe getting students to form a group and
petition is proactive.
I'm sure it will somehow turn into a drinking
event nonetheless.

The editorial represents the opinion of the majority of The Mirror editorial board.
What is your opinion? Write to us: mirror.comment@gmail.com
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Studying Perez Hilton intently: After teachers ban laptops, some Yale students are limited to pen and paper.
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against the band

To the Editor:

not allowed to give them to the band."
Since then, I have asked almost everyone to see if they
I would like to start by saying I am a proud member of the know why this is, but have been unable to get an answer.
Fairfield Varsity Band.
Now to me, it is one thing if the number of fans exceeds
For those who aren't familiar with it, we're the red and the amount of available shirts, and there are no leftover shirts
white striped musical performers many people have seen at to give the band; but at many of the games, there is a lack of
the men's and women's basketball
student spectators and a
games this semester, as well as the
surplus of shirts.
volleyball games last semester.
While this may seem
Led by our conductor, Duane
like a petty complaint, I
Cady Melzer, we are all excited
just find it confusing in
to be playing for, and cheering on,
principle: If we could just
the basketball teams in the upcomget a simple answer as to
ing MAAC tournament in Albany
why we are not allowed to
(which we are all coming back from
get shirts that are allotted
our Spring breaks early to do).
for the student fans, when
Now, as an incentive to get
we ourselves are among
more students to attend the past
the most supportive of the
few basketball games, there have
student fans. In addition,
been flyers all around campus
the band is not the only
promising free T-shirts to students
Fairfield group excluded
that attend.
from receiving any shirts;
Keeping the spirit: Despite their energy at games, band
the cheerleaders and dance
I would assume that, as the members aren't given free T-shirts
members of the band are students,
team are also forbidden
we would be able to get shirts just
from getting shirts.
like everyone else, but this is not the case. In fact, the students
As I've stated, my complaint may seem ridiculous, but to
who have been in charge of shirt distribution have been specifi- me, this whole situation is ridiculous. I just don't understand,
cally instructed to "not give shirts to the band."
nor can I find someone who can tell me, why this is the way
When I first heard this, I wasn't exactly sure I understood it is.
the student who told me. I had approached the shirt distribution
table, asking if I could have one of those fashionable "Cooley
Sincerely,
and the Gang" shirts, but the guy only responded with, "are
you in the band"? When I said yes, he just said "sorry, we're
J. JarrodDePrado'12

Keeping your friends in one place
Three years and over 700 friends
later, I can safely say I know, or have
known, all 700 of my friends at some
point in time. If you're someone whose
path I will never cross in life, don't friend
me; I won't accept.
The definition of a Facebook
"friend" is obviously very different
than that of a regular friend. What defines an actual friend? Some call anyone
they've ever met a friend. Some define
their friends as the people they keep in

grade. In fact, I think I'd prefer to not
give him access to see my profile and
keep up with my life.
This past Thanksgiving, I was taken
A couple of months ago, a girl who
aback when a cousin of mine asked me
obviously knew me stopped me in a store.
how many friends I had on Facebook.
I barely recognized her, much less knew
It's not personal information; anyher name. It was one of those awkward
one can log in and check my friend list.
encounters where the person knows all
But there, with no computer in front of
about you, and you struggle to remember
me, I genuinely had no idea how many
how you even know the person without
friends I had, and incorrectly guessed
being rude. It turned out, she and I went
around 500.
to elementary school together.
One day in
We manfacebook
2006, I rememaged to have
ber logging into
a nice 20-minAll Friends
§ft Find people ycj knew on Facebook *
my then high
ute conversaschool Facebook
tion
catching
StoowiRvg: Status Updates Recently Updated Phonebook EJ
account and findup and disShow: i Choose in option...
2J\
ing three new
cussing old
£1 Limited Profile
Displaying friends 451 - 500 of 712.
Prey 7 8 9 10 £1 12 S3 Mext
friend requests.
classmates, all
■>■■■■■'«■■' is Thank you for the birthday wishes everyone!!! And thanks to
That was the day
the while I had
everyone who came out last night!!!!
Facebook finally
no clue what
on Saturday
Invite Friends
connected the
her name was,
is wondering If spring break wouldn't mind coming a week earlier.
invite friends
high school and
but she knew
Facebook
Photos and Status
Profile updated on Sunday
college accounts,
all about me
and all three rebecause she
quests were
had kept up
Remove friend?
from college
with my FaceAre you sure you want to remove ■
' " as a friend? This
cannot be undone.
rtli not be notified.
friends. Having
book profile.
time to spare,
I really
I sat down and
don't have the
clicked through
time to FaceFacebook addbook stalk 700
ing countless old
Photo illustration by Peter Caty/The Mirror people, and at
this point, I
friends whose Defriend carefully: Keeping Facebook personal by reassessing your contacts,
college profiles
don't think I
were originally
care to anyblocked from my exclusively high regular contact with. I, for example, do more. It would be rude to unfriend that
school account. At some point, Face- not have 700 real friends.
girl after that experience, but she, and
book told me I had "friended" too many
The time has probably come for my other Facebook friends from elemenpeople, and blocked me from friending me to unfortunately eliminate some of tary school, are essentially strangers to
any more for a 24-hour period.
these Facebook friends. This doesn't me. I'm a fairly private person, and I'd
This is pretty pathetic on my end, mean you; anyone who is in my Fairfield rather not give so many strangers access
but my personal attraction to Facebook network is pretty much untouchable to my private life, especially when they
came then, when I realized how Face- because living on campus is forced don't try to keep up a real friendship
book would keep me in touch with so interaction. Besides, I'd like to be better with me.
many old friends and acquaintances, friends with you!
When I finally got back to my cousin
whom I would undoubtedly lose touch
On the contrary, I don't think I with the exact number of friends I had, he
with without the assistance of this online still need to be friends with that creepy was a little surprised. He has 209 friends.
social network.
guy who had a crush on me in eighth

BY VERONICA FLORENTINO
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Academic endeavors
not always pursued
for right reasons
BY KATHERINE YAREMKO (U-WIRE/HOFSTRA
UNIVERSITY)

It is evident that America is an achievement-based
society, particularly within the education system. Its
emphasis on standardized testing, a major part of
the Bush administration's No Child Left Behind Act,
played a huge role in forming the agendas of most
high schools. Part of the reason for this obsessive
focus on test scores stems from the fact that, as a
society, we seek results and, in turn, recognition for
those results.
The disadvantage of the system is that it places
emphasis on a byproduct of academic achievement and
success instead of applauding the pursuit of academics
itself. The message that achievement is more valuable
than intellectualism pervades the minds of those who
have been initiated into this thought system.
Many American politicians and policymakers
are pursued by a rising fear that America's standing
in the world will fall as students in Eastern nations
outperform Americans, particularly in math and science. Perhaps part of the disappointing results and part
of the reason behind this occurrence is that the wrong
message about why one should succeed is conveyed
to students.
Many high school students do not see the purpose
behind merely achieving for achievement's sake. They
do not understand why they should be diligent on a
project or report, not seeing the significance in earning
an A, as opposed to a C or D.
Is America's educational standing in the world
indicative of a failure or flaw in our view of education as a points or achievement system in which doing
well is rewarded with high grades, acceptance into
prestigious organizations, and praise in the form of
awards and titles?
The idea of the achievement process made me
analyze my own reasons for performance. Was I doing well in my classes because I genuinely believed
in doing so or was it merely in hopes of seeing the
letter A next to my class's name?
In particular, I was reminded of President
Obama's response during the 2008 campaign season,
that education sheuld concern itself with the thirst
for knowledge. Indeed, it is an idealistic view, which
I believe is achievable. It is my hope that the Obama
administration will continue to uphold this viewpoint and discover a tangible way of disseminating it
through the education system.
Perhaps the recognition that a student's worth
and potential lies in more than his or her ability to
score a good test grade is being noticed in the world
of academia. Many Ivy League universities are no
longer requiring the submission of SAT scores with a
student's application. While the SATs were designed
to predict a student's potential ability to succeed in
college, one cannot help noting the number of students
who performed well in high school, but did not achieve
a high SAT score. (I include myself in this group.)
Performing well for performance's sake can leave
one feeling initially fulfilled, and as a society obsessed
with immediate results and instant gratification, one
can feel content, at least for a while, following this
system. We have given enormous significance to the
idea that titles and award collections denote a large
part of an individual's worth.
In our complex, modern society we are measured
by where we stand on the totem pole of success: the
prestige of the school we attend, the grades we earn,
the diploma we receive, the degree of our involvement in our community and the position we hold in
our career.
In essence, our value is intensely concerned
with what we do and what we accomplish. But when
that ideology drives the majority of our desire to
achieve, as opposed to a deep passion or concern for
whatever we are striving toward, it is easy to forget
the core reason for our desire to achieve in the first
place: Our love and commitment to our specific
realm of passion, whether it be academics, politics
or the environment.

Editor: JP Porretta
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'Important' reasons to familiarize with Demetri Martin
New Comedy Central show provides people information about 'things'
comedy albums since 2006, was
featured as a "youth correspondent" on 'The Daily Show with Jon
Stewart" and in 2007 had his own
hour-long Comedy Central special
entitled "Demetri Martin. Person."
His new series provides many
more people the opportunity to
experience his understated brand
of humor.
Each episode of "Important Things" features Martin in
various sketches and stand-up
segments that are loosely based
on one "important" subject. The
topic Martin tackled in the first
episode was timing. Some of
the segments included a time
traveling janitor who becomes
a "Time Gigolo," a rookie cop
who makes a fatal mistake and
then celebrates by getting ice
cream and "a guy who is too
early for a rave" dancing in the
streets of New York City with a
beach ball.
A sketch where Martin played
an actor who cannot turn his anger
on for the camera, which featured
a cameo from actress Amanda
Peet, was particularly hilarious.
A fake commercial for De Veers
diamonds—in which there is a
ring for every occasion—went
on a bit too long, but generally
the segments were just the right
length. Humorous animations
drawn by Martin were spliced in
between sketches to help ensure
that no one segment overstayed
its welcome.
Contributed Photo
Martin's comedic brilliance
Popular comedian gives us weekly lessons on 'things': Sketch comedian Demetri Martin has
shone
through during the stand-up
begun his new Comedy Central series, "Important Things with Demetri Martin."
portions of the show. He did what
he does best during his "demonpremiered last Wednesday on Comedy
BY ZACHARY GROSS
Central. It is, perhaps, the best way to stration," in which he played a harmonica,
keyboard, guitar and bells simultaneously
"This is a show about things," pro- describe the show.
Martin, a Yale graduate and NYU Law while flipping the pages of a giant note
claimed comedian Demetri Martin at
the start of his new program, "Important School dropout, has garnered a loyal fan pad. The jokes were based on Martin's
Things with Demetri Martin," which base in recent years. He has released two rudimentary drawings; with a simple cap-

News £ Notes
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tion change and page turn, a picture of a
button became a disappointing pepperoni
pizza and a drawing of a sunset became a
bald man sitting behind a table.
Non-sequiturs are Martin's strong suit,
and "Important Things" follows this concept. There is no real logic to the show's
organization, something that mirrors his
random one-liners. In the first episode, for
example, he broke down the terminology
of time (explaining such terms as millivanillisecond, equal to the amount of time in
which Milli Vanilli was popular) and then
moved on to a joke about how onion rings
are often impatient.
At the end of the episode, Martin
flipped to a page on his pad that read,
"By the way, I'm not an idiot."
Of course, Martin need not state
this; loyal fans and viewers of his show
know that he is a sharp observational
comic who employs the perfect blend
of self-deprecation and absurdity to
produce laugh-out-loud results.
More than 2.4 million viewers watched
the first episode of "Important Things,"
making it Comedy Central's biggest
premiere since the debut of "Chappelle's
Show" six years ago, according to The
Hollywood Reporter Web site. Such impressive ratings are a sign that we will be
learning many more "Important Things"
from Martin in the future.
To watch "Important Things," you
can download a sneak peek of a forthcoming episode entitled "Coolness" for free
on iTunes. Some of the series' clips are
available on Comedy Central's Web site,
but your best bet is to tune into Comedy
Central on Wednesday nights at 10:30 p.m.
to catch this smart and funny series.

"Important Things with
Demetri Martin" (2009)

by J.R Porretta and Elizabeth DeSiena

All credibility and respect for musician Chris Brown
was lost last week when he was picked up by authorities for
reportedly assaulting former girlfriend Rihanna. Brown has
recently issued a statement stating that he is "sorry and saddened over what transpired. I am seeking the counseling of my
pastor, my mother and other loved ones and I am committed,
with God's help, to emerging a better person."
Source: MTV

Only a few weeks since her breakup with Gym Class
^^^m^mm Heroes frontman Travis McCoy, pop star Katy Perry was
recently reported as getting intimate with Good Charlotte
guitarist Benji Madden. I'd say that's a step up for Benji, and a BIG step down for
Perry.
Source: People.com

h™

The White Stripes will reunite to perform
on "Late Night with Conan O'Brien" this Friday.
The show will mark the last episode of "Late
Night with Conan" before he moves to California
replace Jay Leno.
Source: NME.com
Rumors say Katherine Heigl and T.R. Knight, who play the beloved Izzie Stevens
and George O'Malley, respectively, are planning to leave "Grey's Anatomy."

Source: Yahoo.com
Along with Blink 182 and Simon and
Garfunkel, rap metal group Limp Bizkit has
announced its reformation earlier this week,
making it the first time in almost eight years
to have the original lineup together. So the big
question here is, who cares?
Source: E! Online
Rapper T.I. was sentenced to 12 months in prison and 1,000 hours of community
service after pleading guilty to federal weapons possession charges this past year. You
can view his days of community service on MTV's "T.I.'s Road to Redemption: 45
Days to Go" on Tuesday nights at 9:30 pm.
Source: MTV.com
American Idol contestant Joanna Pacitti has been
disqualified from the show after the discovery of a prior
record contract with Geffen Records.
Source: MTV.com
The Bamboozle Festival has announced its lineup for the three-day event to take
place this May in New Jersey. Bands performing include Fall Out Boy, No Doubt,
Third Eye Blind, Taking Back Sunday, New Found Glory, Metro Station, Sum 41, The
Used, Rise Against, All Time Low, Boys Like Girls and many more.
Source: The Bamboozle.com
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Rascal Flatts bring country style to Madison Square Garden
BY KRISTEN MCMANUS

New York City never wore cowboy
hats and denim so well until the Rascal
Flatts rolled into town last Thursday.
Despite the high cost of the ticket
in these uncertain economic times,
Madison Square Garden was jam
packed for the country trio, best known
for their sweet Southern beats and their
heartfelt ballads. Bassist and singer
Jay DeMarcus even acknowledged the
fans' financial commitment to the band,
referencing their "hard-earned dollars"
put toward a ticket. He turned part of
his set into a comedy skit to lighten
the mood.
"Times are so tough now, people are
dating for gas," DeMarcus said.
The set-list drew from the "Still
Feels Good" album, spurring a lot of
foot-stomping and singing with popular
hits "Here's To You," "Fast Cars and
Freedom" and "Love You Out Loud."
The crowd was a mix of college
students, 20-something couples, die- New York City showed its southern hospitality: Country stars Rascal Flatts
hard country supporters and mothers memorable concert last Thursday at Madison Square Garden,
chaperoning their teenage daughters.
Despite the long wait for beers and the bathroom, it did a waterfall and a sun rising to accompany the songs.
not stop anyone from dancing in line and waving their The flashing neon lights illuminating the Flatts and its
backlit cell phones to "Prayin' for Daylight."
five-piece band wove under the stage as well, giving the
"These Days" was the perfect love song prelude to the illusion that DeMarcus and accompanying band memupcoming Valentine's Day weekend. A short excerpt from bers Gary LeVox and Jon Don Rooney were walking
"Skin" brought a hush to the crowd, but the Flatts got the on glass.
fans dancing again as it segued into "Feels Like Today."
Four small platforms branched off the half-moon
A jumbo screen behind the stage played scenes like main stage, allowing the band members to get closer

to the audience. The band posed for
pictures and waved at fans, bolstering
its reputation for delivering one of the
best live shows in country music.
Jessica Simpson opened for the
band, and, news flash: She is not fat.
She rocked out to songs from her
recently debuted "Do You Know?"
album, and rumor has it that her beau
Tony Romo was backstage for support.
She even performed "With You" as a
tribute to the fans who fondly remember her days as Mrs. Nick Lachey, the
pop princess.
Her new single "Pray Out Loud"
is a tribute to her childhood as the
preacher's daughter. She introduced
"Remember That" as an anthem for
women in destructive relationships.
"This is for all you girls out there
who have ever been in an abusive relationship ... just know that you can
run so far away and fall in love all over
again," she said.
Even though she stuck to her
Contributed Photo
performed a
country roots and left us wanting the
live version of "A Public Affair," Simpson strutted her stuff in silver heels and
a short black dress.
"I think if you looked up 'pretty' in the dictionary,
Jessica's face would be there," said DeMarcus.
The Rascal Flatts' new album "Unstoppable" is due
out April 7. Its new single "Here Comes Goodbye" is
already a hit down South and will most certainly hit the
Northeast with a force soon.
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New York group The Virgins destined for success
BY SARAH FRANK

With a sound comprised of indie undertones and
70s inspired new wave attitude, The Virgins have been
tearing up the music scene in its hometown of New York
City, the rest of the country and most of Europe even
before the band's self-titled full-length album debuted in
June 2008.
The Manhattan-based band is made up of singer
and band-founder Donald Cumming, a former muse of
acclaimed photographer Ryan McGinley (whose art has
been referenced to on hit show "Gossip Girl"), guitarist
Wade Oates and bassist Nick Zarin-Ackerman. According
to Spin Magazine, the band is the brain child of Cummings
and arose out of the pure frustration that no one would read
any of his writing or poetry.
After recording a demo, Cummings burned 25 copies
for friends and recruited his current bandmates. Atlantic
records wound up signing The Virgins before witnessing
a single live performance.
Having been named one of Alternative Press's "100
Bands You Need to Know," the Virgins started off with a
bang; all five songs off its 2007 EP was featured on "17
Candles," and episode from the hit television show "Gossip
Girl," alongside the latest trends and countless pop culture New band to tear up music scene: Indie rockers The Virgins
references. This past summer, The Virgins highlighted a
multi-artist bill on the first ever NYLON Magazine Music
colades it has already received. The group has been featured
Tour presented by Live Nation, in association with the in a wide range of renowned publications, including Spin,
fashion and culture magazine. In addition to touring North Interview, The Village Voice, The New York Times Magazine,
America on the NYLON Tour, The Virgins performed at NYLON, Vice and Anthem. The Virgins are not strangers to
several festivals, including the All Points West, which was New York's art scene either; its album features design and
held at Liberty State Park in Jersey City, New Jersey.
photography from Dan Colen and Terry Richardson.
The Virgins swanky, soulful tunes are complemented
According to Rolling Stone, the band is "much more
by its uber-hip image ("it" models Jessica Stam and Agy- interested in writing songs as opposed to some sort of tone
ness Deyn have been spotted swaying to the band's beats at or crazy mood," a claim that is held true by lyrics that
celeb-studded gigs), as well as the many exciting press ac- enter the mind of a "Rich Girl"- "I'll tell you everything I

t

Myspace.com

are beginning to make its mark.
know/ Every little thing I know/ You've got a lovely way
with words/ Is that the way you see the world?" Cummings
whispers the words against a funky, disco dusted bass-line
and two moving guitar parts.
After having toured with The Black Kids in Fall 2008,
the band will be heading on its next European tour, which
will begin March 27 in London, England. To listen to The
Virgins or watch its music videos for hit single "Rich Girls,"
"Private Affair," and the recent, "One Week of Danger," visit
Myspace.com/thevirginsnyc.

Push' sends its plot way over the fence

ottentomatoes.com

'Push' falls flat: The new action film starring Chris Evans and Dakota Fanning provides too much for the
audience to handle.
BY CADE HARSTEDT (U-WIRE/THE NEW HAMPSHIRE)

After "Push" ended I heard a fellow audience member give a rather coarse critique of
the film's conclusion, but one which mirrored my own opinion. Either the filmmakers packed
so much story into one movie that they wrote themselves into an anticlimactic comer, or
"Push" is the first film in a planned series. Or maybe they wrote themselves into a corner
and figured they could just make a sequel and deal with all the unresolved events later. The
movie is ultimately unsatisfying. But you know what? I kind of admire the filmmakers for
the sort of giddy zeal that they surely had in trying to build an epic saga. Unfortunately, a
$40 million movie making $10 million on its opening weekend does not bode well for the
beginning of a franchise.
This film tells the story of a few individuals with powerful psychic abilities and an amoral
government agency's attempts to capture them, kill them, conduct experiments on them, what
have you. Chris Evans plays Nick, a young man with telekinetic powers (a "mover") hiding
out in Hong Kong. He tries to make ends meet by using his powers to cheat at Triad dice
games. Alas, he is not very good at "moving" and is frequently beaten to a pulp.
Enter Dakota Fanning as Cassie, who is a "watcher" — someone who can see the future.
I will not divulge many details, because it would probably make your head spin, but she
informs Nick that they must find a girl with a briefcase.
Now, this girl with a briefcase is Kira (Camilla Belle), who is a "pusher" — someone
who can "push" thoughts into someone else's head and make them do anything they want.

While being held captive by Division, the amoral government agency,
she is the only person to survive an injection of a power-amplifying drug
for psychics. She escapes, Division wants her back, and Carver (Djimon
Hounsou, another "pusher") is in charge of finding her. But ~ wouldn't
you know it? Carver also happened to kill Nick's father back in the day,
and Nick is understandably still angry.
I was pleasantly surprised by the characters and performances in
"Push." Evans is a good-looking guy who is easily able to project confidence. In his work I've noticed that he's quite talented at giving his
characters a certain flustered vulnerability, as well as a sense of humor.
I have only seen Belle in "10,000 B.C.," and she shows here that when
given better material, she can be a strong female lead. Fanning's character
is probably the best-written role in the film, as the filmmakers seriously
try to imagine what a 13-year-old girl who sees recurrent visions of her
own death would actually be like. Fanning, of course, is able to pull off
the appropriately self-assured, cynical girl who can see the future, and also
the scared little kid who may die at any moment.
As I've said earlier, it seems like they packed too much story into one
movie. While that complicates the ending of the film, I can appreciate the
imagination that went into creating its wide world. Various other psychic
powers are alluded to and revealed as we become acquainted with the
underground world of the people with these abilities. How many psychics
are there? Do they know each other? We get some fleeting glimpses at
answers, but nothing definite. The addition of a rival Chinese government
agency fighting both Nick and Division increases the scope of film's world,
answering some questions and prompting us to ask some more. Do most
countries have secret psychic police? Are they always covertly at war with

other nations?
"Push" introduces us to this interesting universe, but what completely kills an otherwise
tolerable ending is the fact that the film doesn't clarify or follow rules for the psychic powers
in its universe. Consider this: At one point Nick and friends have to put into motion a plan to
fight Division, but the thing is, any plan they make can potentially be seen by enemy "watchers." But wait! Cassie tells us that "watchers" don't see the future necessarily, but people's
intentions. If they can come up with a plan where they don't know what they're doing then
maybe they can outwit the "watchers," but of course that is nonsensical. I won't say what
their plan is, but I will say that it still involves everyone having intent. The filmmakers are
arbitrarily changing the rules of their world, so we can't play along or admire the characters'
cunning, and the large chunk of the film that devotes itself to their plan ends up feeling like
a waste of time.
I should, however, compliment the action sequences in the movie, as they are coherent
and competently made, and that is becoming a rarity in action films these days. This, I might
add, is another movie that stretches PG-13 violence to its limits (who knew being impaled
through the neck with a bamboo shoot would be such a clean experience?).
"Push" has potential, but with its ending and its inconsistencies it is just too frustrating
to be completely enjoyable.

• JF J§ J* ^ JS

"Push" (2009) .
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Coraline' offers a visually appealing treat for all

black buttons sewn over their eyes, and want from her a sacrifice that she is not willing
to give.
Henry Selick, director of "The Nightmare Before Christmas" and "James and the
Giant Peach," optioned the novella before it was published. A fervent Gaiman fan, Selick
nursed it through its developmental stages after the proposed adaptation was green-lighted
by a studio head. The film is the first stop-motion feature ever done in 3D, with numbers
to match: more than 1000 different pairs of hands were made for the clay cast alone. The
laffy-taffy elasticity of the cast's physiques lends itself to exaggerative comic effect-as is
the case with Coraline's assorted neighbors, including the rotund Mr. Bobinsky (voice of
Ian McShane), a bewhiskered Russian acrobat usually sighted dictating to his troupe of
theater mice. Joining him are a hilarious, decrepit pair of jostling actresses, Miss Spink and
Miss Forcible (Jennifer Saunders and Dawn French), whose roles in the story of "Coraline"
may just go beyond thrashing out the movie's one and only balletic combat sequence in
sequined underpants and spangled pasties.
Here, the particulars of the animation jar with the darker issues broached by the movie.
Want to swap your eyes for a pair of buttons and one very sharp needle? Line up, kid: As it
turns out, the wicked witch is an old hand at entrapping the unsuspecting. Glowing ghost
children, needles, chittering insect furniture-there's disturbing stuff in spades, plus a snide
black cat that talks. It is a first-rate yarn, although the third act feels a little standardized,
with its routine pyrotechnics and ride-to-the-rescue victory clincher. Still, the menacing
other mother (an excellent Teri Hatcher) is deliciously villainous, and the strength of the
voice-cast
at large springs the story off the screen. The movie's also a blaring warning to
Innovative 3D film proves to be a success: "Coraline" is an impressive film both visually
parents to unstick themselves from their Blackberries and pay some attention to their offand plot wise.
spring. It all makes for a wonderfully creepy parable, with resonant messages of treasuring
a flawed reality over the fantastical, pseudo-perfect fake.
BY DANICA LI (U-WIRE/THE DAILY CALIFORNIAN)
Visually, "Coraline" in IMAX is a baroque, sensational spectacle. Flights of gorgeous
Everyone fears the boogeyman, but when he's an exact duplicate of your mother who animation invite the viewer to marvel that these settings and figures were ever immobile,
sings you songs, tucks you into bed, and prepares lavish dinners in your name, the fear is deadened lumps of clay painstakingly manipulated to move a millimeter of an inch at a
that you'll never want to leave her.
time for the benefit of an assiduously recording camera. It's an undeniable treat. The movie
Adapted from author Neil Gaiman's Hugo-award winning young adult tale, "Coraline" has profoundly chilling spots, blackly humorous jibes and fabulous detail, and it knows to
follows a lonely young girl of the same name, voiced by Dakota Fanning. In the course open out into luminous moments of childish wonder at exactly the right bits. This is, after
of exploring her new home, she's drawn repeatedly through a mysterious passageway all, a film about children, for children, although parents would likely find it as rollicking a
into a spooky alternate reality where everything is magically, and eerily, perfect. In this rjjle ^s Jhejr yfnrgg grqgen^. # »»»#«##»»#.##»»%»#»»
netherworld, her other parents-distracted and irritable in real life-pay her fawning amounts
of attention. Dinner is composed of all the sugar-laden desserts that her sweet tooth could
possibly desire. Her room, otherwise drafty and dismal, is here decked in exquisite decorations and plush toys. There's just one thing: These perfect "other" parents have creepy
• • •

"Coraline"
(2009)
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Pull an all-nighter for St. Jude
Children's Research Hospital

BY MEGHAN SCHELZI

When St. Jude Children's Research Hospital first
opened its doors in 1962, the cure rate for children living with Acute Lymphoblast Leukemia (ALL) was only
4 percent. Today, over 92 percent of children with ALL
can be expected to beat the disease.
On Sunday, Feb. 22 from 3-7 p.m., Fairfield University
will be hosting an Up 'til Dawn letter-sending event for students, faculty, athletes, family and friends of the University
community, in an effort to raise funds to benefit the lifesaving work down at St. Jude Children's Research Hospital
so that no child is ever turned away from care because of a
family's inability to pay.
Up 'til Dawn is a student-led program that raises
money for the work done at St. Jude's including both
the research and the treatment. This Up 'til Dawn event
happening at Fairfield next Sunday is one that takes place
on over 185 campuses campus-wide.
This event is important to St. Jude because it costs $1.4
million dollars a day to keep the hospital doors open because
there is no billing department at the hospital, according to
Leah Heister, the St. Jude event marketing representative.
Jackie Dunham '09, the executive director of the
campus event and a member of Alpha Sigma Nu, describes her involvement both because of the inspiring
work of the organization" as well as personal connection
to the cause.
"I believe that St. Jude Children's Research Hospital
is an amazing place," said Dunham. "My cousin is one of
the many patients that St. Jude has saved."
Dunham, with her 13 other board members all from the
Jesuit National Honor Society Alpha Sigma Nu and under
the direction of Fr. Charles Allen, will be hosting the event.
Heister will be working with the group on the event.
"The event is really an easy way to raise money for
an amazing cause," said Dunham. "We ask that all that are

Stjude.org

Patient of the month: Joshua, 5, is one of the
many patients currently being treated at St. Jude
Children's research Hospital. Joshua was found to
have a brain stem giloma in August 2008.
involved gather the names and addresses of family, familyfriends, and friends' parents and bring them to the lower
level of the BCC on Feb. 22 anytime between 3-7."
Students will address envelopes and already written letters to these names. The letter describes how the
funds will benefit the research and care of the children of
St. Jude. Included in the letter is a pre-addressed return
envelope for donations.
"In the past we have seen a tremendous return rate of
30 percent, with the average amount of $30," said Heister

"It's so easy and a great way to reach out to college communities, where students are always so busy," she added.
All patients at St. Jude are accepted for treatment regardless of their ability to pay: No one is expected to pay
outside what is covered by insurance and those without
insurance are never asked to pay.
On March 22 from 6-9:30 p.m. there will be a finale
event at the Levee to celebrate the fund-raiser.
Every student who has sent 50 letters will have their
name entered in a raffle to win an iPod touch.
"We do not have a monetary goal for this event. Our
goal is more to set it up as an annual event and keep it part
of the Fairfield community," said Heister.
St. Jude is the first and only established institution dedicated to the sole purpose of conducting basic and clinical
research in childhood cancer and catastrophic illness.
The University has run this event before, but after
the graduation of Catherine di Natale who was the previous executive director before Dunham, the event took a
year-and-a-half break.
"About three years ago [University President] Fr.
Jeffrey von Arx received a letter from the President of
St. Jude's Hospital thanking Fairfield University for its
support of Up 'til Dawn," said Allen.
Unsure of what of the event of which the note referred, Allen eventually found that di Natale had organized the program through student activities. However,
after di Natale graduated, Allen looked for a student to
restart the program, when finally Dunham volunteered.
"I have the greatest admiration for the work being
done at St. Jude's Hospital as well as for the professional
expertise of its local representative, Leah Heister," said
Fairfield's Allen.
"We hope to get right off the ground running and
with our first event of the year in February, we hope to
accomplish in one semester what most colleges do in a
year," said Heister.

New name, same pizza
Levee restaurant owner changes name
from Mike's to Angelo's* prices decrease
a heart attack.
Ever since, he has put his tireless
For each time that "chicken turnover" energy into running the ever-popular on
has been shouted across The Levee's campus location.
However, with success comes more
loudspeaker at Fairfield's on-campus bar,
you can bet there's also been a phone call phone calls, and confusion. That's why
Mentis made the decision to change the
answered as "Alo, Mikes?!"
The next time you call for that chicken name on campus to Angelo's.
"There were a lot of mistakes," Menturnover to be piping hot when you arrive,
expect there will be some changes to the tis said. "Somebody calls into Mike's
popular restaurant. Angelo's Pizza is the Pizza and they come in here to pick up
the food.
new Mike's, but with cheaper prices.
"Somebody calls over there and they
Angelo Mentis, who owned both the
on-campus Mike's and the Mike's Pizza go over there and the food is over here. We
in Fairfield, said he sold the Post Road had leftovers here all the time."
Take into account that University
location three years ago when he suffered
community members
were confusing Mentis
for being "the Mike" and
Mentis decided he knew
it was time for change.
"I'm the original
[Mike]," said Mentis.
But he is the actual
Angelo, the name behind
the on-campus establishment is named.
"I'm happy he's getting recognition because
he deserves it because
the food's good," said
Charlotte Sida '10.
It is recognition
surely hard earned. MenThe pizza remains the same: Mike's Pizza at the Levee
tis and his staff work
(above) will now be known as Angelo's Pizza.
seven days a week, 14

BY BRENDAN MONAHAN
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Mifed
me

hours a day for each
and every day that
Fairfield students are
on campus.
The only vacation
Mentis gets is when he
heads to Greece for the
summer months.
Katie Warch said
his dedication does, in
fMtri
fact, show.
$8.00
$8.50
"I think they do
Salad
realize the hard work
because he's always
Small
$6.00
$7.00
the one here so he's
Pizza
always the one serving you so it shows,"
Chicken
$6.75
$6.00
Warch said.
Pam
Mentis said
Fairfield students keep
Chicken
him young. In return,
$8.00
$8.50
Mentis is helping stuTurnover
dents out by bringing prices down while
Photo illustration by Meghan Schelzi
competitors seem to be Not only the name has changed: Owner Angelo has lowered prices of popular items on the menu to help out college
bringing them up.
Mentis has made students.
a small pizza $6, the
"Now that it is more affordable, I will
famous chicken turnover $8, Demitri salad
probably go there more," Sida said.
$8 and the chicken parm is $6.
Mentis is just proud to officially call
"Flour goes down, cheese goes down.
Why hide the price? College students don't The Levee his own, and that everyone
now knows it.
have too much money," he said.
"It's my name and I feel very good,"
"Low prices are awesome because
college kids have no money so the cheaper Mentis said.
the better," Warch said.

Mike's

Angelo's

14
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Staying at home for
spring break?
BY VAL BERTOLAMI

We are now in the home stretch to Spring Break 2009,
and Fairfield students are counting down the days until one
of the most anticipated weeks of the year.
Flights are being booked, hotel rooms are being finalized, and the RecPlex is packed. Most students are looking
to trade in their winter jackets for bathing suits and escape
the cold weather for a week. But these plans can prove to
be pricey and not everyone will be heading to the beach
for spring break. This year, if money is tight and you are
stumped as to how you will be spending spring break, here
are some tips to help you make the most of your vacation.
Make money: Take the opportunity of this school-free
week to make some extra money. Babysit or pick up shifts
at your summer job. This way, when spring break rolls
around next year, you'll have a little extra cash to invest in
the vacation of your dreams.

Minor

Check out these tips to
make the most of it

different week for spring break this year, so use this
time to visit your friends who go to different colleges. You
will have two weekends off, giving you the perfect opportunity to go on a road trip and catch up with old friends.

Prepare: Start to look for a summer job. Since it is still
February, you'll have an advantage over everybody who
is on vacation. Get your applications or interviews done
throughout the week. Here are some Web sites with tips on
how to find that perfect summer job:

Family time: Spend time with your family. We are
two months into the semester and you know that they miss
you. With all the free time you are going to have, you could
go to your little brother's game or visit your older sibling's
new apartment. Maybe you could meet your parents for
lunch during their lunch break. Use this week to spend some
quality time with your loved ones.
Shop: Just because you are not heading to the beach
doesn't mean you can't act like you are. The warm weather
is closer than you think and there is no reason that you can't
go ort a shopping trip for a new bathing suit. Treat yourself
to a pedicure even though your feet won't see flip flops for a
couple more months. Spring and summer clothes are on the
shelves of all of your favorite stores, so get a head start!

Visit friends: There are plenty of schools that have a

•
•
l
•

http://www.snagajob.com/job-resources/studentsummer-j obs. aspx
http://www.nextstudent.com/nextpath/nextpathonline/blogs/students/
archive/2008/06/02/6tips-for-snagging-a-summer-job.aspx
http://www.buzzle.com/articles/summer-jobs-forcollege-students.html

Relax: Regardless of where you spend it, spring break
is a time to do your own thing and take a well deserved
break from your school work. There is nothing wrong with
sleeping in late, reading a book that is not required for a
class, or catching up on the movies that you've been meaning
to see. Spend your week doing things that you want to do,
and you will end up coming back to school just as or even
more relaxed as everyone who went away.

Question: Where can I recycle my old batteries froi
-^ electrical devices?
Answer: In the Barone Campus Center, in the bins labeled Techno Tra.s
on the Second Floor. ^

eATM

HTTP://BLOG.FAIRFIELD.EDU/REDTOGREEN

FOR MORE INFO, G
in a weekly series of green li

other

^f^provided by Dr. Mariann Regaq, creator of "The Reluctant Environmentalist"
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The other dreaded DUI: dialing under the i ntluence
It's a well-known fact that the
worst thing you can do when
intoxicated is to either dial or
text under the influence. Although I
too have contributed to this societal
ailment, I offer you some words of
wisdom to make sure you don't fall
victim to making a drunken 3 a.m.
phone call of your own.
First, make sure to always
surround yourself with good
company. When preoccupied,
cell phones rarely make
it out of pocket. Forgotten and alone it doesn't
have the capacity to ruin
your evening and/or next
morning. Either that or
just leave the damned
thing in the charger.
When drunken students are left to their own
devices, however, they
may be tempted to use
their phones as a weapon.
While intoxicated I have thrown
my phone at many a friend. I
have also smashed screens, allotting multiple replacements. I
have also managed to lose the
battery. That's right, not the
whole phone: just the battery.
Don't ask, seriously.
Then there is drinking and tex-

ting while intoxicated. A DWI or
TWI is truly the only thing worse
than throwing a cell phone and
destroying it.
The worst person to dial or
text short of your mother, relatives and coworkers is an ex; unless that is if she's drunk, willing
and in walking distance.
My only advice: just make
sure you clear out your inbox
and outbox before you see
your current girlfriend the
next day.
%
It would seem that
the only good thing that
can come out of a drunken text is a booty call.
The mass text feature is
great for this. With only
a few clicks you can have
a harem of drunk girls at
your doorstep within a
matter of minutes.
In sum, not only can
cell phones act as projectiles but
their electronic capabilities may
render your pride, self esteem
and love life obsolete with one
click of that green button.
So next time you're wasted
and you have nothing to do, don't
drink and dial unless you're sure
the juice is worth the squeeze.

As the days of second semester begin to decrease,
the number of misspelled
text messages and slurring
drunk dials seem to increase.
We all get it at some point
in our lives, the classic case of
drunk dialing and drunk texting.
It almost makes me wonder what
life was like before cell phones.
The game was completely different. Now you can request a
booty call in transit from the bar
to your house and most likely
receive a response within
seconds. I'm not sure if
this technology has been A
more of an advantage
or a form of complete
embarrassment.
You are most likely
to become a victim of the
drunken text when you're
at the bar noticing that the
majority of your friends are
canoodling with their respective
hook-ups while poor you are alone,
jealous, annoyed and taking part
in "fake texting." This is when you
are typing, flipping open, staring
at your phone or pretending that
someone is on the other line.
When you finally break down and
text the person, remember these

simple rules.
If you don't receive a reply
back within 10 minutes and it's
after 9 p.m. - give it a rest. Don't
wonder if they lost, turned off or
didn't hear their phone - because
these things rarely happen. The
truth is that they are either hooking up with someone else, don't
^really like you or are passed
out in a state that should not
be attractive to anyone.
Sometimes, using the
excuse of having one too
|::,%s many drinks may be the
jateway to- a great
relationship. I know
many people who
. have gotten a little
tipsy and finally
got the courage to
call or text that special someone - and they
are still together today.
Just remember, if you're
going to dial - don't slur your
words. If you're going to text - no
typos. There is nothing worse then
waking up to a list of misspelled,
unreadable and ridiculous text
messages in your outbox.
My advice: Erase that thing,
forget last night happened and
start the next day fresh.
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Day one
and the journey's just begun
Bay one. It's what you've been waiting for. When your career starts to take shapV,
training and support. When your skis are developed through experiences tailor* J
And when your success is driven by individual coaching, mentoring and counseling. From your
first clay, we're committed to helping you achieveyour potential. So, whether your career lies!
assurance, tax, transaction or advisory services, shouldn't your day one be at Ernst & Young?
s.jt's next for your future?
Visit ey.com/us/eyinsight and our Facebook page.

Ml ERNST&YOUNG
Quality In Everything We Do
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by Joshua 0'Connell

Know when to Hold'Em...
ACROSS
1. upward
6. stomp with feet
10. haft
14. last community card
15. sub, to some
16. Goodyear product
17. part of a hummed refrain,
with la
18. This baby's got back
19. Type of precipitation
20. Oracle CEO Larry
22. ogied
24. Everyone throws into the pot
25. OC-type shows
26. Person renting an apartment
29. A child, slangily
30. Mine discovery
31. He had an Inferno
33. Witch homonym
37. When a person bets recklessly
(with on)
39. Crazy ones
41. Three at the card table
42. With red, a part of the UV
spectrum
44. Ancient type of pole
46. Human appendage
47. Put into
49. Turn off some of the lights
51. failed
54. leaf collector

55. type of enzyme
56. with smooth skiiis
59. near the ear
60.13-18 years old
62. pass on
64. ancient German alphabetic
character
65. contact follower
66. bets the farm (2 wds.)
67. imitates
68. otherwise
69. screams
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DOWN
I.Picasso outcome
2. Italian money, formerly
3. deformed circle
4. the boys
5. taught
6. large struggle
7. keep (with in)
8. spherical object
9. street person
10.4-8 of diamonds
11: princess topping
12. projecting bay window
13. to be undecided
21.take
23. think
25. Drained of all energy
26. Unit of money in Lesotho
27. Poetic name of Ireland
28. Your own identity

56

1
33

29, Was on one's feet
32. Made mention of
34. Iraq, formerly
35. Wrap up
36. Church song
38. Three of the best card (2 wds.)
40. Type of car
43. Music enhancers
45. Step aside (2 wds.)
48. Character in a popular comic
50. A transaction done again
51. Fauna counterpart
52. Turned on (2 wds.)
53. Ponder a viewpoint
54. Shampoo action, with repeat
56. parts of a yuan
57. Windows have one
58. Austin's nemesis doc
61. It's electric
63. Follows ems

Looking for the answers? Head online to check
your answers at www.fairfieldmirror.com
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Place the numbers 1 through 9 In the grid so they appear once in
each row, column, and nine-box square.
PUZZLE #1 -EASY
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COFFEE BREAK

PUZZLE #2-MEDIUM

4
1 5
3 2
9 1
5
5 3 8
7 2
4 9 1
2
3 8
6
1
1 7 4
6
5 9
6 4
9 5 7
7
8 1
1 5
4
8 6

9

4
3
3
6
3 8 1
7 5
5
8 6
7
9 7

7 3
4 1
9
5
1 5
2 4 6
8
8
4
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PUZZLE #3-HARD

PUZZLE #4-BRAIN FREEZE
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4
1 7 5
4
1
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2
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Looking for the answers? Head online to check
your answers atwww.fairfieldmirror.com
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Saturday, February 21st

at St. Vincent's Medical Center
2800 Main Street
Bridgeport, CT 06606

10am-11am: Attend Our CE Seminar
11am-12pm: Enjoy a Delicious Lunch
12pm-3pm: Open House - Come Meet Our Leadership Team!

lOam-llam | CE Seminar

12pm-3pm 1 Open House

given by Daria C. Ruffolo, RN. MSN-CS, CCRN ACNP

Come meet our Leadership Team!

Location: ETC on Level 3, past library on left-hand side

Shock: The Death of A Cell
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Learn about: Flexible Scheduling • Shared
Governance • Learning Opportunities •
Certification Reimbursement • Multi-disciplinary

This session will present an overview of shock states including
cardiogenic, hypovolemic, distributive, and neurogenic shock.
An evidenced-based and practical approach to the care and
management of these patients will be provided.

Training • Sign-on Bonuses • And More!

Daria C. Ruffolo, RN, MSN-CS, CCRN ACNP, spent nearly 20
years as a bedside nurse in the surgical/trauma intensive
care venue before taking on the role as an Acute Care Nurse
Practitioner, with the trauma team at a busy urban level one
trauma center located in Chicago, IL. She holds undergraduate
degrees in both nursing and biology. Daria has adjunct
appointments in two collegiate nursing programs and has
spoken at over 200 national conferences including NTI, Trends
and the Midwest conference. In addition she has a number of
publications to her credit in journals such as The International
Journal of Trauma Nursing, AACN Clinical Issues, Journal of
Trauma Nursing and Nursing Ethics.

St. Vincent's Medical Center, a trusted, 397-bed acute care
hospital with a tradition of clinical excellence, depends on
the collaborative efforts of our highly skilled nursing team
to ensure the continuous delivery of guality, compassionate
health care to our patients: As an employer, we value all of
our nurses and have a strong commitment to development,
diversity, and work-life balance.

Excellent Full time. Part time &
Per diem opportunities!

At the open house, you'll also discover Psychiatric
Nursing opportunities at Hall-Brooke Behavioral Health
Services, working with children, adolescents, adults, or in
the Women's Specialty Unit.

Earn one contact hour! FREE

SVMC is an equal opportunity employer committed to
building a diverse and supportive workplace.

To register call (800) 866-0919,
e-mail ce@gannetthg.com or visit
http://events.nursingspectrum.com/Seminar

Conveniently located, St. Vincent's is accessible from the
Merritt Parkway and I-95. If you're unable to attend our open
house, please email your resume to dgregorio@stvincents.org
or apply online.at our dedicated CE/Open House microsite:

www.saintvincentsCEopenhouse.com
Bring this ad to our Sfetigr|MHim
Open House and be CONTINUING IDUCAIION
entered to win a
(l«!lti i CtKTtKWion on to ecl Ut«n,
special Gift Basket!
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MEN'S LACROS:

Copelan, men's lacrossse set to start season
BY KEITH CONNORS

Eight of nine losses to end the
season. A controversial decision. A
coaching change.
All of that comes to an end this
Saturday afternoon when new head
coach Andy Copelan and the men's
lacrosse team put the offseason storylines aside and finally get back to
what they do best: play lacrosse.
At 27 years old, Copelan, a
former Maryland assistant and
recruiting coordinator, is the third
head coach in program history, and
represents the first coaching change
in the program since 1996.
The Stags finished 2008 with a
4-9 overall record, the team's lowest
win total since 1995.
Moreover, Fairfield dropped
seven consecutive games and eight
of nine contests to end the season, a
surprise given the team's impressive
start to the season, which included
a win over No. 19 Rutgers.
Despite the loss of senior longstick midfielder Matt Scanlon, the
team's strength will likely again

from its defense.
Senior defensemen Matt Petre and Billy Honovich form a
veteran defensive core and lead an
experience group into the coming
season. Given the team's youth on
offense, consistent defense is as
important as ever.
"The group is led by two senior
captains who will be four year starters," said Copelan in a press release.
"[They] will be the backbone of
this team."
Offensively, senior midfielder
Chris Ajemian is virtually the only
veteran with league-wide recognition. Several players, though, broke
in during the latter half of last season and made an immediate impact,
including sophomore attackman
Doug Kuring and sophomore midfielder Ryan Mulford.
"I think in order for us to have
success, we will need to win the battle in the middle third of the field,"
Copelan said. "We have a few guys
in the midfield that have the potential to be special players."
Another area of note is goalkeeper, which appears, at the mo-

ment, to be an open competition.
Sophomore incumbent Joe Marra,
who started a team-high nine games
a season ago after transferring
from Loyola (Md.). Marra, will
be pushed, though, by sophomore
Tommy Kralovenec, a Fairfield
Prep graduate, and freshman Charlie Cipriano.
"The guy who evolves into the
most complete goalie will emerge
as the starter," Copelan said.
At the moment, it appears
as if Marra is favored to start the
season-opener on Saturday against
Delaware, a member of the Colonial
Collegiate Association (CAA).
Last season, Delaware finished
9-7 overall and dropped the CAA
Championship game to Hofstra. A
season earlier, however, the Blue
Hens won the CAA conference title,
and then reached the semifinals of
the NCAA Tournament.
The Stags have not played
Delaware since the 1998 season.
That year, the Fightin' Blue Hens
defeated the Stags, 16-7, in the
season-opener. Fairfield is 0-3 in
program history against Delaware.

Peter Caty/The Mirror
First-place takeaway: Midfielder Chris Ajemian, one of four senior captains, led the Stags
in goals (15) and finished second in total points (22) a season ago.

Under previous head coach
Ted Spencer, the Stags won their
season-opening game for seven
consecutive seasons, including
wins over Providence in each of the
previous two seasons.
Following Saturday's game,
the Stags travel to Colombus for a
matchup against Ohio State, one of

I'STAG SHOT OF THE WEEK

five teams that will be added to the
ECAC ifor the 2010 season.
In addition, Air Force, Denver, Bellarmine and Quinnipiac
have been added to the conference
to compensate for the losses of
Georgetown, Rutgers, and St. John's
- all of whom left the ECAC for the
fledgling Big East conference.
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• "Fairfield has traditionally been strong
defensively, and I see no reason why this
year should be any different."
Men's Lacrosse head coach Andy Copelan on
the importance of defenders Matt Petre and
Billy Honovich, both senior captains and fouryear starters.
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IGAME OF THE WEEK

ISWIMMING AND DIVING

Making a splash: Prior to the MAAC Championships last week,
swimming and diving head coach David Farley made a bold assertion.
"This season has gone as any well as any I've had here at Fairfield,"
Farley said. "I think we have a really good chance to see a few kids
to be in that top echelon."
Farley's words, it seems, were prophetic, as the Stags made the
Mangione Aquatic Center at Loyola (Md.) their personal stage to demonstrate the team's progress and show off their fantastic freshman.
Despite somewhat mediocre team finishes - the women's team
finished fifth overall, while the men claimed the seventh overall slot
- the Stags turned heads with unbelievable individual efforts. Collectively, Fairfield swimming & diving set 23 program records at the
three-day event.
Heading the effort was freshman standout Michelle Yoshida,
who not only won the 50m, 100m and 200m freestyle events, but
also set program and conference records in the process. In all,
Yoshida was a part of six program records during the Championships - three of which came in the freestyle events. In total, Yoshida
set eleven program marks this season.
Her teammate, freshman Lauren Kennedy, finished third in the
200 breaststroke and also set a new program record.
Following a brief respite, the Stags head to Boston, Mass. for
the ECAC Championships, which begin on Feb. 27.

Men's Lacrosse vs. Delaware
Saturday, Feb. 21,1p.m.

Peter Caty/The Mirror
First-place block: Junior forward Stephanie Geehan has the ball
blocked by the Marist's Rachele Fitz on Thursday night at Alumni
Hall. The Red Foxes defeated the Stags, 64-52.

iMALE

Andy Copelan, 27, makes his head coaching
debut against Delaware, a member of the Colonial Athletic Association (CAA) and the first
of the Stags' six out-of-conference opponents.
Two seasons ago, the Fightin' Blue Hens not
only captured the CAA Championship, but also
reached the semifinals of the NCAA tournament. The Stags are looking for their seventh
consecutive season-opening win.

STAG-LETE OF THE

W

K

ATHLETE: Herbie Allen 09
SPORT: Men's Basketball
ACHIEVEMENT: It probably wasn't the Senior Night he imagined,
just like this season has deviated far from the original plan. Allen,
however, made the best of a 83-76 loss to Niagara on Saturday night,
totaling a career-high 24 points and pacing the Stags to a near-upset
of the Purple Eagles, who rank second in the current MAAC standings
and lead the nation in road wins. Allen, the lone senior honored prior
to the game, played all 40 minutes of the contest.

iSOFTBALL

Stags and the Sunshine State: It has been 139 days since softball's last fall exhibition game. That streak will end this weekend,
as the Stags officially begin their 2009 season with the Florida Gulf
Coast Tournament in Fort Myers, Fla., which begins this coming
Friday afternoon.
The Stags will play double-headers on Feb. 20 and 21, including
a Saturday afternoon matchup against Michigan State. Following a
Monday game against DePaul to conclude the tournament, the Stags
travel to Orlando to participate in the Rebel Games, which begin on
March 1. Lehigh, Holy Cross, Valparaiso, St. Francis and St. Bonaventure are among the teams competing in the tournament.

FEMALE STAG-LETE OF THE WEEK
ATHLETE: Michelle Yoshida 12
SPORT: Women's Swimming and Diving
ACHIEVEMENT: Three days, three events, three records for the freshman wunderkind from Kaneohe, Hawaii, who starred at the MAAC
Championships at Loyola (Md.) in Baltimore, Md. this past weekend.
Yoshida not only won three MAAC titles, but also set three MAAC individual records, becoming the first Stag in program history to win three
events at a MAAC Championship. Yoshida took home first-place honors
in the three freestyle events (50-meter, 100m, 200m).
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MEN'S BASKETBALL
iHE.SAID.JX,

"I'm pretty sure Stevie Wonder and

Connecticut's own Olander
evolving into powerful presence

Ray Charles were keeping the stats
CONTINUED FROM P.

20

tonight."
Fairfield head coach Ed Cooley's response
to a reporter's question on the team's supposed lack of turnovers against Marist last
Thursday.

WHAT TO WATCH FOR

;

HOFSTRA
Fairfield vs. Hofstra
Saturday, Feb. 21,7 p.m.
The Stags and the Pride, the team's final out-ofconference opponent, showdown at the Arena at
Harbor Yard in an ESPN BracketBuster game.

iMAAC STANDINGS

Team
Siena
Niagara
Rider
Manhattan
Fairfield
Iona
Loyola (Md.)
St. Peter's
Marist
Canisius

Overall
21-6
21-6
14-11
15-11
15-12
12-15
11-17
9-17
8-20
8-18

Conf.
15-1
12-3
9-6
9-7
8-8
7-9
6-10
6-10
4-12
3-13

One of those coaches just
happened to be from Fairfield.
"I've coached a lot of great
big men, but he has what they
don't," Cooley said. "He needs
to get a little stronger, but he
catches, he passes; at 6'11"
that's not paper height."
"He's a long joker,"
Cooley added.
The strange turn in the
story, though, is the means
by which Olander became an
everyday contributor.
Despite an immediate impact — Olander played over
10 minutes in five of the teams
first eight games - the freshman
was regulated to bench duty at
the outset of the conference
schedule. In fact, beginning
with Fairfield's New Year's Day
matchup with Siena, Olander
did not record a point in seven
consecutive games.
Things changed quickly,
however, when Warren Edneys
foot injury in early January
forced an adjustment to the
starting lineup. Two weeks
later, Anthony Johnson's circulatory problems prematurely
ended his junior season. Those
injuries, coupled with junior
Greg Nero's nagging back is-

sues, inched Olander away
from apprentice and closer to
everyday contributor.
"His growth, obviously
has really accelerated because of the injuries to Greg
and to Peanut [Johnson],"
Cooley said. "But that growth
and those minutes are really
going to help us now and in
the future.
Since the calendar turned
to 2009 and Edney was forced
to the sidelines, Olander has
averaged nearly 22 minutes
per game. More importantly,
Olander has progressed as a result of the opportunity, totaling
double-digit point totals twice
in a span of four games in late
January. He also blocked at
least one shot in seven of eight
games, dating back to Jan.
23 against Rider.
"I think Ryan could
be a really good player,
not just in our league, but to
ever come here," Cooley said.
"I dont want to put that pressure on him, but his growth
is [sound]."
A significant portion of
that growth has also come from
off of the court. Olander, a twotime Academic All-State honoree in high school, has been a
"4.0 student," Cooley says, in
his brief stint at Fairfield.

WOMEN'S

Long road ahead

JHESAIDIT...

"IfI had a really good answer,
I would have made some
adjustments."
Women's basketball head coach Joe Frager after
after the Stags' loss to Canisius on the difference
between team defense in win and in loss.
WHAT TO WATCH FOR

Fairfield @ Siena
Friday, Feb. 20, 7 p.m.
Head coach Joe Frager said that playing in Albany is
never easy. Add a two-game losing streak to the equation
and this game is even more important for Fairfield.

IMAAC STANDINGS I
Team
Marist
Canisius
Fairfield
Iona
Saint Peter's
Siena
Manhattan
Rider
Loyola (Md.)
Niagara

J^"^% «*«<*# W %i Swo»

Overall Conf.
23-3
13-2
19-7
11-4
11-4
16-10
8-7
15-11
8-7
11-13
8-7
9-15
9-17
6-9
9-17
6-9
9-16
4-11
1-25
0-15

I

Peter Caty/The Mirror
Paint presence: Freshman forward Ryan Olander (above) has joined
junior Greg Nero (left) as the team's primary options at forward.

"He is a student, an athlete,
a great ambassador," Cooley
said. "If you see Ryan, I'm
pretty sure he says hello."
"Those are the guys you
want to cheer for, guys you want
to do well," Cooley added.
On the court, Olander and
the Stags new makeshift starting lineup has given Fairfield
the look of a wild card, a
team with nothing to lose
and everything to gain. Given

the adversity, the pre-season
second-rank MAAC team is
suddenly a team fans should
want to cheer for.
"Make no mistake, were
going to be a team that no one
will want to play up in Albany,"
Cooley said.
If Cooley's prediction
holds true, expect a big reason
of that success to be Fairfield's
brand new big man.

Biiiici^ 4r™\. SHOOK BOOMM

Despite back-to-back losses, women's basketball
still poised for postseason run

"That's something that we started particularly tough because the game was
to address in the locker room after the winnable and the Stags senior class was
CHRIS SIMMONS
game," said head coach Joe Frager. "We honored before the game. But now, after two
NEWS EDITOR
need to come back and focus. We won days off from practice following the game,
eight in a row, and [now] we've lost Fairfield will have to rebound on the road
two in a row. Now we just have to do against Siena on Friday.
"We have to play better defeneverything in our power not to make it
sively," said senior Baendu Lowenthal.
three in a row."
One reason for the weekend losses "We just have to come together and talk
The women's basketball team entered was that Fairfield did not handle the ball some things out."
the weekend with high hopes. The Stags well. In the loss to Marist, the
were 11-2 in the MAAC and facing first- Stags had six assists and 16
place Marist and third-place Canisius. turnovers and in the loss to CaLosses to both teams, though, dropped nisius, the Stags had eight assists and 19 turnovers. Fairfield
Fairfield back to third place at 11-4.
Fairfield beat previously No. 20 needs to be more efficient with
Marist and Canisius on the road earlier their possessions to return to its
this season, but the Stags were unable to winning ways.
"That's not us, if you look at
repeat the feat at home.
Marist, with a 23-3 overall record and our ratios throughout the year,"
a 13-2 conference record, has likely secured said Frager. "Typically we're a
the number one seed, but Canisius, after team that's around 14, 15, 16,
a loss to Saint Peter's, now has the same 17 assists per game when were
MAAC record as Fairfield. The difference playing well."
But both Marist and Canibetween a two-seed and three-seed may
sius
are good teams that have
not seem significant, but it could have large
improved over the course of the
implications for a post-season berth.
Last year, Fairfield and Iona tied for the season, much like Fairfield.
"Marist is a team, they've
second-best conference record, but the Iona
earned the lower seed based on tiebreakers. been in this position a lot the last
After Marist won the MAAC tournament, five years," said Frager. "They've
Iona earned the automatic Women's National got experienced kids at this kind
Invitational Tournament (WNIT) bid, and of game where for some of our
Fairfield was left hoping for an at-large berth players, they haven't been in this
sort of situation. I've been very
that never came.
This season, the same scenario could proud and pleased with the way
Peter Caty/The Mirror
happen again. But, more importantly for these guys have played for the
Loss of words: Senior Shireyll Moore and freshman
now, Fairfield needs to focus on winning past eight games."
The loss to Canisius was guard Sarah Paulus (background) watch as the Stags fall
the rest of its games.
to MAAC rival Marist at Alumni Hall.

www.fairfieldmirror.com
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Peter Caty/The Mirror
A blocked path: Despite a setback against Niagara on Saturday night, senior guard Herbie Allen (above), who totaled 24 points, and the Stags showed signs of promise and progress.

Allen seizes opportunity to lead Fairfield into MAAC Tourney
BY TOM CLEARY

Herbie Allen stood at center court
at the Arena at Harbor Yard Saturday,
flanked by family members and his
coach, Ed Cooley, for men's basketball
senior night.
For the first
time in his four
years at Fairfield,
the spotlight
shined directly
on him. No longer was Allen
entrapped in the
shadow of fellow classmate
ALLEN
Jon Han, another
guard from New
York City and the player more often defined as the Stags' leader. But since Han
left the team, Allen has stepped up as the
team's key player.
"Herbie has really taken a big leadership role and really has elevated his level,
becoming a great scoring option for us,"
Cooley said. "He is just playing with a ton
of confidence and trying to do the best he
can in the circumstances."
Allen had a career night on Saturday,
playing all 40 minutes of the game and
scoring 24 points, despite doing so in a
losing effort as the Stags fell to Niagara,
83-76. The loss dropped Fairfield into
fifth-place in the Metro Atlantic Athletic
Conference (MAAC) with a record of 8-8
in league play and 15-12 overall.
"I go out and give my all, I'm a leader
and the other players look up to me," said

ilNSlDESPORTS:

Allen, who has scored 20 plus points in
back to back games. "I try to stay positive,
I tell them before the game, 'Play hard, I
don't care if you make a mistake, just give
me 100 percent.'"
Cooley has said multiple times of late
that he is proud of his team's effort and the
leadership role that Allen has assumed.
"He is really vital. He has a ton of
experience, and needs to get us into what
we are trying to do," Cooley said. "He has
been vocal on the floor in a positive way.
Herbie means a lot to our program right
now and we are trying to surround him
with our role guys to try and have some
success in the long run."
With Han's dismissal and the multiple
injuries that have struck the team, Allen is
now the only starter from the beginning
of the season still on the court. Not only
is Allen the lone senior remaining on the
team, but also one of two upperclassman
remaining on the active roster after the loss
of Greg Nero to an ongoing back injury.
"It is almost like coaching a new
team," Cooley said. "I am really proud of
our effort. We scrapped, we kicked, we
fought hard."
Fairfield trailed by as many as 14
points in the first half with five minutes to
go, but battled back to within four points,
39-35, heading into the break.
The Stags came out a bit flat to start
the second half and fell back down by 12
at 52-40 with 15:50 left in the game, but
were within five with under three minutes
in the game. They never got any closer
than that.
"We lost, I take great pride that the

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL STILL A

MAAC

guys played hard, as a unit, but at the end
of the day it was a loss," Cooley said.
But Cooley continued to stress the
fact that his players have had to deal with
a good deal of adversity this season.
"You can go away from this game
knowing the guys played really hard
and together," he said. "They will do
what they can [and] there will be no
complaining either."
The loss, combined with Manhattan's upset of Rider on Sunday, drops the
Stags to fifth place in the MAAC with
an 8-8 record with only two conference
games left to play. Fairfield, currently on
a three-game losing streak, will play just
two games over the next 11 days a break
both the players and Cooley agreed was
much needed.
'We need a break. I may hop on a
flight to the Bahamas," Cooley joked.
Allen, who has nursed both an injured wrist and has missed practice this
week with the flu, also feels the need for
a break.
"I definitely need this rest. We will get
fluids in us, get healthy and be back 100
percent, we need everybody," he said.
While Allen will look to close out his
senior season on a high note, Cooley hopes
that his cast of younger players is ready to
step up. His expression and words at the
conclusion of his press conference after
the Niagara loss spoke volumes.
"The team has given me all I can
ask for," said Cooley, who then turned
to Allen and sophomore forward Yorel
Hawkins, "We'll get there boys. Keep
your heads up."
TOURNEY THREAT P.18;

Freshman big man
Ryan Olander becoming a
regular contributor
BY KEITH CONNORS

With the shot clock nearing zero and the crowds
anxiety mounting, freshman center Ryan Olander
heaved a shot just a shade beyond the 20 foot, nine inch
three-point line, his eyes telling a story of desperation.
The shot went wide right, but Olander's defender was whistled for a shooting foul, which
drew a roar from the Red Sea and a big bear hug
from head coach Ed Cooley.
A minute later, Olander stood at the line
stunned, his head hunched over, after missing
two of his first three free throws. Momentum
gone. Ball back to the opposition.
Such is the life of a freshman.
Olander's long, strange journey to the starting
lineup and place in Cooley's regular rotation as a
contributor isn't all-too-stunning in its ending. The
Mansfield, Conn, native was expected to contribute
immediately as a tall, physical presence. Playing
time, it seemed, was likely dependent on his transition to the college game.
A two-time All-Conference player and AllState selection, Olander starred at E.O. Smith High
School, setting program-high totals in blocked
shots for a career and rebounds in a season. Just a
stones throw away from Jim Calhoun's gyms and
the UConn campus, Olander's defensive presence
and deceiving shooting range - he averaged over
20 points per game for the Panthers his senior
year - turned more than a few heads of Division
I scouts.
SEE "CONNECTICUT'S" ON P.
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